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Let’s celebrate missions! 
By Pastor Mark 

In Romans 10 are a couple of verses that I find haunting and compelling.  Read them 
carefully below. 

 
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?  And how 

can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?  And how can 
they hear without someone preaching to them?  And how can they preach 
unless they are sent?  As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those 
who bring good news!’” 

— Romans 10:13-15 NIV 
 
First there is incredible news that all who call on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 

will be saved.  Wow, am I ever glad for that promise.  It doesn’t matter my color, what 
nationality I am, what economic circumstances I might be living in or even what gender I 
am; “All who call on the Lord will be saved.” 

The haunting part comes next — for that scripture reminds me of something that both 
you and I have responsibility for.  The writer asks several questions: 

 
• How can they call on the one they have not believed in? 
• How can they believe if they have not heard? 
• How can they hear without someone preaching the Word to them? 
• How can anyone preach unless they are sent? 

 
These words are haunting because of the responsibility that I have to them.  The 

truth is that we have had many opportunities to hear the Word of God.  We have been 
able to come to a place of belief.  We have called on the name of the Lord, and we are 
being saved.  We are a privileged people.   

However, somewhere, sometime, someone felt the call of God upon their life to go 
and someone sent them to the United States.  The Word of God was preached and 
spread, and we are the recipients of it.  There are many in our world who have still not 
heard.  There are many who have still never been given the privilege of hearing the 
message that Jesus loves them and died for their sin.  Therefore, it is still the responsi-
bility and the obligation of the church — us — to send those who would tell them. 

We as a local Nazarene church have accepted the responsibility of helping to send 
missionaries to preach the gospel to all that will hear.  Our budget next year will be 
around $50,000.  That seems like a lot until you compare it to eternity.   

On April 27 we will be celebrating missions.  
We will have Carla Sunberg here with us to 
lead our celebration.  Carla and her husband, 
Chuck, now pastor the Fort Wayne Grace Point 
Church of the Nazarene.  Prior to that they pio-
neered the Church of the Nazarene in Russia.  
I am asking you to set aside this Sunday and celebrate missions with us.  I am asking 
you to begin to pray now and ask God to help you to decide how much you would be 
willing to give to missions financially. 

Remember in giving to missions it is not equal giving but equal sacrifice. 
I know one thing for sure.  God will bless the church that is willing to give to missions 

and to celebrate missions. Let’s pray and plan now to make this a great celebration. 

April 
Birthdays 

DeDe Lee 4 

Brent Paull 7 

Dillan Ketcham 9 

Mark Dill 9 

Dick Brush 9 

Ben Hurst 10 

Donna Ferguson 10 

Thor McElfresh 12 

Helen DeVaney 16 

Larry Finney 16 

Audrey Duncan 21 

Lane Baird 21 

Emily Reno 22 

Jeff Flowers 22 

Monica Strahley 23 

Audrey Clark 27 

Karen Dowling 28 

Chris Reno 28 

Scott Fry 29 

Todd & Nicki 
Owens 

8 

Ben & Maria Hurst 24 

April 
Anniversaries 

In giving to missions, it 
is not equal giving but 
equal sacrifice. 

If you know of any birth-
days or anniversaries of 

anyone affiliated with 
MFC that have been in-

advertently omitted, 
please contact the 

church office at  
282-4138 or  

munciefirstchurch  
@hotmail.com. 
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Youth sponsors’ meeting—We have a youth spon-
sors’ meeting Mon., April 14 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at 
Pastor Todd’s house.  A meal will be provided.  If you 
cannot attend this meeting, please see Pastor Todd. 
Wing’s night—Tues., April 29 is the next wing’s night.  
If you plan to attend, you must sign up on the list out-
side of Pastor Todd’s office. 
Coffee House—Sun., April 27 the youth group will be 
opening up the Coffee House for ALL youth group 
members (junior and senior high).  There will be six-
foot sub sandwiches, hot drinks, games, dodgeball 
and more.  The cost is just $1 per person, and the 
doors open at 5 p.m. 
Summer Look Ahead—Junior High Camp is June 23-
27 for $62.50.  Senior High Camp is July 7-11 for 
$62.50.  The senior high trip to King’s Island is July 24, 
and the junior high trip to King’s Island is Aug. 7. 

Youth News 

Children’s News 
• April 27 will be our Faith 
Promise services.  We 
will be having a wonderful 
speaker, Carla Sunberg 
from Grace Point Church 
of the Nazarene.  She has 
previously served in Rus-
sia as a missionary with 
her husband.  We will 
have the children in the 
services that day along 
with their parents, because 
we think they will find it 
very interesting, and the 
children need to hear more 
about missions.  Please 
take advantage of these 
special services! 
• Kidz Blitz will take place 
May 16 through 17 at  
Shiloh Park.  This is open  
to all children in first 
through third grades, and it 
is a wonderful chance for 
them to experience what 
camp will be like this sum-
mer.  The cost is $27 a 
person if the money and 
registration forms are 
turned in to Pastor Lisa by 
April 23.  The forms are 
the camp forms in the 
holder hanging beside the 
Children’s Ministry bulletin 
board.  

• Mark your calendar now!  
VBS, “ Power Lab,”  will 
take place July 14 through 
18 from 6 to 8:30 p.m. 
each evening.  We now 
have a VBS Web site 
where you can go to reg-
ister your children or sign 
up to volunteer.  The 
Web site is 
www.groupvbs.com/
webtoybox/myvbs/
mfc2008. 
• Mark your calendars now 
for summer camp!  Many 
kids give their hearts to 
Christ at camp, so be sure 
to take advantage of this 
great opportunity. 

�  Rookie Camp: June 
30-July 3 (boys and girls 
going into second and 
third grade); $50 by June 
9 

�  Pre-teen Girls Camp: 
July 21-25 (girls going 
into fourth through sixth 
grade); $62.50 by June 
28 

�  Pre-teen Guys 
Camp: July 28-Aug. 1 
(boys going into fourth 
through sixth grade); 
$62.50 by July 5 

There will be a NEI Prime 
Time retreat April 22-24 at 
the Farmstead Inn in Ship-
shewana.  The special 
speaker will be Rev. David 
Leeder with music by Larry 
and Phyllis Richards of In-
dianapolis District.  Contact 
Richard Runyon at (765) 
674-2126 to register. 

NEI Prime Time  
retreat 

The annual district motor-
cycle ride will be Sat., April 
26 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
Registration begins at 9:30 
a.m., and there will be a 
break for lunch at noon.  

The cost is 
$5.  All pro-
ceeds will 
help to sup-
port our 

district summer camps.  
You may pre-register by e-
mailing neisecretary 
@aol.com or calling (765) 
664-8950. 

NEI motorcycle ride 

The annual men’s golf trip 
is coming up May 4-7 at 
Henry Horton State Park in 
Chapel 
Hill, Tenn.  
The cost 
for a room, 
unlimited 
golf and 
cart is 
$180 plus 
$50 for gas.   

Please contact Tim Ken-
nedy at 284-5446 or 
tko_ok@yahoo.com or call 
the church office at 282-
4138 to reserve a spot.  A 
$50 non-refundable deposit 
is due by Sun., April 27. 

Men’s golf trip 
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Toddler schedule 
6—Crystal Lorch & Hannah Kennedy 
13—Carolyn Hadsell & Donna Partezana  
20—Bob & Mindy Baird  
27—Matt & Lisa Harber 

2—Darcy Dill & Joan Dyce 
9—Rex & Carol Williams 
16—Tammy Evans & Linda Nichols 
23—Amber Horine & Diane Finney 
30—Louise Harting & Norma McClellan 

Sunday morning nursery schedule 
6—Carolyn Baldwin & Kim Pressnall 
13—Chris & Stephanie Reno  
20—Sue Edwards & Lisa Woods  
27—Shana McElfresh & Tim Kennedy 

Wednesday evening nursery schedule 

All the believers were together and had everything in common...They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts praising God and 
enjoying the favor of all the people.  And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.” — Acts 2:44 & 46 
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  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

6 p.m. Chronic 
pain & illness 
group (Kennedy 
Library) 

* See back 
page 

* See back 
page 

* See back 
page 

    6:30 p.m. 
Church board 
meeting 

* See back 
page 

* See back 
page 

8:30 a.m. Re-
tired Guys 
Breakfast 
(Eva’s Pan-
cake House) 

All-church 
elections 

District 
motorcycle 
ride 

NEI Prime Time retreat 

12 p.m. 4G’s 
meeting 

Faith 
Promise 
Sunday 
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Church Office 
3101 N. Benton Road 
Muncie, IN  47304 
Phone: (765) 282-4138 
Fax: (765) 282-7538 
munciefirstchurch@ 
hotmail.com 
 
Senior Pastor 
J. Mark Dill 
(765) 759-8586 
 
Youth  Pastor 
Todd Owens 
(765) 759-6090 
 
Sr. Adult Pastor Emeritus 
Oscar Clark 
(765) 747-0529 

Children’s Pastor  
Lisa Stephenson 
(765) 282-5389 
 
Minister of Music  
& Worship 
Tim Williams 
(765) 759-5389 
 
Pastoral Counselor 
Marcia Freeman 
(765) 749-2987 
 
Daycare Director 
Gloria Hamilton 
(765) 768-6149 

Contact information to know 

Sunday  
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Thursday  

Chronic Pain and Illness Group (first Thursday 
of each month) 

6 p.m. 

Men’s Fraternity 6:30 a.m. 

First Service 8:30 – 9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship in Family Life Center 9:30 – 9:50 a.m. 

Sunday School/Bible Study Fellowship 9:50 – 10:45 a.m. 

Second Service 11 a.m. – Noon 
Prayer Time 5 p.m. 

Youth Group 5:30 p.m. 
The Young & the Restless 7:30 p.m. 

All-Church Dinner ($4 for adults and free for children 10 and under) 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday Evening Service 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

Youth Meeting 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
Children’s programs (age 4 – grade 6) 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
Choir Practice 7:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

Small Groups: Celebrate Recovery, Men’s Fra-
ternity & Women’s Study Group 

6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 

NOTE: Please submit e-mail address changes to the church office in person, on 
your communication card, by phone at 282-4138 or through e-mail at  
secretary@munciefirstchurch.org. 


